CLAIMS 




What is Clai med is: 

An apparatus for scanning radio freqjSency identification (RFID) data from 
one RFID tag, comprising: 

a housing containing at least a portibn of an RFID scanner; and 
means for affixing the housing to ^portion of an operator's body. 

2. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said RFID scanner further comprises 
an antenna, a radio transmitter/receiver co}|ipled to the antenna, and a processor 
adapted to control operation of the radio transmitter/receiver. 

3. The apparatus of Claim 2, whferein said housing contains said antenna, 
and said radio transmitter/receiver and processor are disposed externally of said 
housing. 

4. The apparatus of Claim 2, /vherein said housing contains said antenna, 
said radio transmitter/receiver, and said processor. 

5. The apparatus of Claim 41 wherein said housing further contains a power 
source adapted to provide power for saSd RFID scanner. 

6. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said affixing means further comprises a 
strap adapted to affix the housing to af wrist or hand of the operator. 

7. The apparatus of Claij^ 1, further comprising means for communicating 
20 said RFID data to an external syster 

8. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein said communicating means further 
comprises a wireless local area nefwork. 

9. The apparatus of Qlaim 7, wherein said communicating means further 
comprises an infrared link. 
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10. A system for collecting radio frequency identification (RFID) data, 
comprising: . / 

a housing containing at least a porfflon of an RFID scanner; 

means for affixing the housing to a portion of an operator's body; and 

at least one RFID tag; / 

wherein, the RFID scanner is aoapted to scan said at least one RFID tag 
when disposed in proximity to said housing, / 

1 1 . The system of Claim 10, wherein said RFID scanner further comprises an 
antenna, a radio transmitter/receiver coupled to the antenna, and a processor adapted 
to control operation of the radio transmitter/receiver. 

12. The system of Claim 1 1 , wherein said housing contains said antenna, and 
said radio transmitter/receiver and processor are disposed externally of said housing. 

13. The system of Claim 1 1 , wherein said housing contains said antenna, said 
radio transmitter/receiver, and said processor. 

14. The system of Claim 1p, wherein said housing further contains a power 
source adapted to provide power fonfsaid RFID scanner 

15. The system of Claim/lO, wherein said affixing means further comprises a 
strap adapted to affix the housing ito a wrist or hand of the operator. 

16. The system of Claim 10, further comprising means for communicating said 
RFID data to an external systenry. 

17. The system of diaim 16, wherein said communicating means further 
comprises a wireless local arec network. 

18. The system of 3laim 16, wherein said communicating means further 
comprises an infrared link. 
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19, The system of Claim 16, vJierein said RFID scanner automatically scans 
said at least one RFID tag without manujal intervention by the operator. 

20. The system of Claim lyoVwMerein/said RFID scanner scans said at least 
one RFID tag under command by m^L^is^- 
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